What is Claimed is: 



1. A pressure support system comprising 
a housing; 

a pressure generating system disposed within the housing for generating a 
flow of breathing gas; 

a controller disposed within th^ housing in communication with the 
pressure generating system, wherein the controller controls the operation of the pressure 
generating system; 

a slot defined in an exterior surface of the housing, wherein the slot is 
sized and configured for selectively receiving an information storage device; and 

a terminal associated with the slot such that an information storage device 
communicates with the c^jtoMer via the terminal responsive to the information storage 

device being disposed iWkJfe slot, wherein the controller is adapted to at least one of (1) 

/ ^ 

read information from me information storage device and (2) write information to the 
information storage device via the terminal. 



21 The pressure support system of claim 1, further comprising at least one 
sensor adapted to m^sure a characteristic associated with one (1) a rate of the flow of 
breathing gas, (2) a pressure of the flow of breathing gas, and (3) a condition of a patient 
using the pressure support system, wherein an output of the sensor is provided to the 
controller. 
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3. The pressure support system of claim 1, wherein the pressj 
generating system includes: 

a pressure generator; and 

a pressure controller associated with pres^re generator and operatively 
coupled to the controller for controlling 1) a pressm?^or 2) a rate of the flow of breathing 
gas delivered to the patient by the pressure generating system. 

4. The pressure supn<ftt system of claim 1, further comprising an 
input/output device operati^jj^roupled to the controller. 

5. TheiH'essure support system of claim 1, further comprising a timing 
system operatively^oupled to the controller for monitoring usage of the pressure support 
system. 



/ ^* An information storage device adapted fojyfise with a medical device, 
the information storage device comprising: 

an identification storage area ad^ted to contain at least one of (1) 
information describing the information s^age device itself, (2) information identifying a 
user to which the information storage device is assigned, and (3) information identifying a 
medical device assigned for use with the information storage device; and 
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a first information storage area adapted to contain operating information 
for use in controlling an operation of such a medical device. X 

7. The information storage device of claim 6, wher^n the identification 
storage area includes both 1) an information storage device i(tentification area adapted to 
contain information describing the information storage device itself and 2) a user 
identification area adapted to contain information id^tifying a user to v^hich the 
information storage device is assigned. / 

8. The information storage device of claim 7, wherein the identification 
area further includes a medical device/identification area adapted to contain information 
uniquely identifying a medical device assigned for use with the information storage 
device. / 

9. The infOTmation storage device of claim 8, further comprising a data 
storage area adapted to /tore data written thereon by such a medical device. 

10. /The information storage device of claim 6, further comprising a data 
storage area adapted to store data written thereon by such a medical device. 



informati 



/ 11. The information storage device of claim 6, wherein the first 
>n storage area includes: 



a patient name area adapted to contain information regarding a name of 
user to which the information storage device is assigned; and / 

a patient identification area adapted to contain at least one alphaimmeric 
character identifying a user to which the information storage device is assigi^d. 

12. The information storage device of claim 6, further comprising a first 
control data storage area adapted to contain information that controls whether the 
operating information can be read from the information storage device. 

13. The information storage device pi claim 6, further comprising a 
second control data storage area adapted to contain information that controls whether the 
operating information can be erased from the^nformation storage device. 

14. The information storage device of claim 6, further comprising a 
display data storage area adapted to/Contain information to be displayed on such a 
medical device. / 

15. The infc/rmation storage device of claim 6, wherein the medical device 
is a pressure support device, and wherein the first information storage area includes a first 
area containing operating mode information designating an operating mode of the 
pressure support device and operating parameter information designating an operating 
parameter of th/ pressure support device. 
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16. An information storage device adapted for use with a medical device, 
the information storage device comprising: / 

an identification storage area adapted to contain at least one^f (1) 
information describing the information storage device itself, (2) inforafation identifying a 
user to which the information storage device is assigned, and (SY/mformation identifying a 
medical system assigned for use with the information storage device; and 

a data storage area adapted to store data/written thereon by such a medical 
device. / 

17. The information stora^ device of claim 16, wherein the identification 
storage area includes both a storage device identification area adapted to contain 
information describing the information storage device itself and a user identification area 
adapted to contain informatioii identifying a user to which the information storage device 
is assigned. / 

18. Tne information storage device of claim 17, wherein the identification 
area further includes a medical device identification area adapted to contain information 
uniquely idennfying a medical device assigned for use with the information storage 
device. / 
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19. A pressure support system comprising: 

a pressure support device comprising: / 

a housing, / 

a pressure generating system disposed withm the housing for 
generating a flow of breathing gas, / 

a controller disposed within the housiiig in communication with 
the pressure generating system that controls the c^eration of the pressure 
generating system, / 

a slot defined in an exterior surface of the housing, and 

a terminal associated with the slot; and 
an information storage device adapted to be selectively disposed in the 
slot, the information storage device coniprising: 

an identification storage area adapted to contain information 
identifying at least one of (10 information describing the information storage 
device itself, (2) information identifying a user to which the information storage 
device is assigned, ana (3) information identifying the pressure support device 
assigned for use with the information storage device, and 

at /east one of (a) a first information storage area adapted to 
contain infomiation for use in controlling an operation of the pressure support 
device, and m) a data storage area adapted to store data written thereon by the 
pressure support device, 
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wherein the controller communicates with the information storage device via the termiiml 
responsive to the information storage device being disposed in the slot, and wherem the 
controller is adapted to at least one of (1) read information from the informajron storage 
device and (2) write information to the information storage device via the terminal. 

20. The pressure support system of claim 19, fiirther comprising an 
adapter adapted to be selectively disposed in the slot, wherein the adapter provides 
communication access between the controller and an ^temal device responsive to being 
inserted into the slot. / 

21. The pressure support system of claim 19, wherein the pressure support 
device further comprises a timing system operatively coupled to the controller for 
monitoring usage of the pressure support device. 

22. The pressiufe support system of claim 19, wherein the first information 
storage area includes a first/area containing operating mode information designating an 
operating mode of the pressure support device and operating parameter information 
designating an operatii/g parameter of the pressure support device. 

23( A method of communicating with a medical device, comprising: 
^roviding a medical device having a slot defined in an exterior surface 

thereof; / 
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providing an information storage device sized and configured to 

selectively disposed in the slot; 

inserting the information storage device into the slot; anc 
communicating information from the information swage device to the 

medical device responsive to the information storage device being disposed in the slot. 



CO 



24. The method of claim 23, further comprising causing the medical 
device to operate in a predetermined manner basea on information read from the 
information storage device responsive to the jnformation storage device being inserted 
into the slot. 



25. The method of/claim 24, further comprising preventing such a medical 
device from receiving the information from the information storage device after the 
information has been initially provided to such a medical device. 

26. TWe method of claim 23, further comprising: 
monitoring usage of the medical device; and 

/riting information regarding usage of the medical device onto the 
information /torage device. 
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27. The method of claim 23, further comprising prompting a user i 
remove the information storage device responsive to an occurrence of a predetermined 
condition. 



includes: 



28. The method of claim 27, wherein the predetemiined condition 



a failure of the medical device to communicate with the information 



storage device, 

an elapse of a predetermined amouht of time since the information storage 
device was disposed in the slot in the pressure4upport device, and 

an accumulation of data in^e information storage device exceeding a 
predetermined threshold. 

29. The method of claim 23, further comprising writing information from 
the pressure support device to/the information storage device. 

30. The method of claim 29, further comprising: 

removing the information storage device from the slot in medical device; 
trarisporting the information storage device to a remote location; and 
lownloading information concerning the pressure support device from the 
information/storage device at the remote location. 
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31. A method of reporting information from a medical deviceoo a 
monitoring center: / 

providing a pressure support device having a slot defirfed in an exterior 
surface thereof; / 

providing an information storage device sized/and configured to be 
selectively disposed into the slot; / 

inserting the information storage device into the slot; and 

communicating information to the information storage device from the 
medical device responsive to the information swrage device being disposed in the slot. 

32. The method of clain/ 3 1 , further comprising: 

removing the informafion storage device from the slot in medical device; 
transporting the inrormation storage device to a monitoring center; and 
downloading mformation concerning the pressure support device from the 
information storage device^at the monitoring center. 

33. T^e method of claim 31, further comprising: 
mc/nitoring usage of the medical device; and 

Xvriting information regarding usage of the medical device onto the 
informatior/ storage device. 
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34. The method of claim 3 1 . ftirtner comprising prompting a user to 
remove the information storage device resp^sive to an occurrence of a predetermined 
condition. 



includes: 



35. The method of claim 34, wherein the predetermined concjition 



a failure of the medical device to communicate wit0he information 



storage device, 

an elapse of a predetermined amount of tmle since the information storage 
device was disposed in the slot in the medical device/and 

an accumulation of data in the in^(?4mation storage device exceeding a 
predetermined threshold. 



36. A pressure suppoiVsystem comprising: 
pressure generating/means for generating a flow of breathing gas; 
controlling meap for controlling the operation of the pressure generating 

means; 

housing n^ans for housing the pressure generating means and the 
controlling means; 

recefving means associated with the housing means for receiving an 
information stonng means; 
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information storing means for storing information adapted tp^e disposed 
in the receiving means; and 

communicating means for communicating infofmation in at least one of 
(1) a first direction from the information storing means/w the controlling means and (a) 
second direction from the controlling means to th^nformation storing means responsive 
to the information storing means being dispp^d in the receiving means. 



iTI 




37. The pressure support system of cmm 36, further comprising 
prompting means for prompting a user to rem^^he information storing means from the 
receiving means responsive to an occurrertfc^^ a predetermined condition. 



38. The pressure support system of claim 37, Wnerein the predetermined 



O /Jl condition includes: 

fu 

a failure of the pressure support devic^^o communicate with the 

5— .3 

P information storage device, 

an elapse of a predetermined arftount of time since the information storage 
device was disposed in the slot in the pressure support device, and 

an accumulation of da^in the information storage device exceeding a 
predetermined threshold. 




39. The pressure support system of claim 36, further comprising 
monitoring means for nwnitoring usage of the pressure generating means, wherein the 



communicating means writes information regarding usage of the pressure generating, 
means onto the information storing means. / 

40. The pressure support system of claim 36, wherein *e controlling 
means controls the operation of the pressure generating means bas^ on information 
contained in the information storing means. / 

41. The pressure support system of clajm 36, further comprising means 
for preventing the controlling means from receiving operating information from the 
information storage device after such operatine/nformation has been initially provided to 
the pressure support device. / 

42. The pressure suppcm system of claim 36, further comprising adapter 
means, sized and configured to be received, at least partially, within the receiving means, 
for providing a communication link: between the controlling means and an external device 
responsive to being disposed c/n the receiving means. 

43. A pre/sure support system comprising: 
a housii/g; 

a pre/sure generating system disposed within the housing for generating a 
flow of breathingygas; 
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a controller disposed within the housing in communication with the 
pressure generating system that controls the operation of the pressure genemfing system; 

a transceiver operatively coupled to the controller such tiiat an information 
storage device communicates with the controller via the transceiv^ responsive to the 
information storage device being disposed proximate to the tpmsceiver, wherein the 
controller is adapted to at least one of (1) read information from the information storage 
device and (2) write information to the information storage device via the transceiver. 

44. A method of configuring /nd pressure support system, comprising: 
providing a pressure supram: system having a slot defined in an exterior 

surface thereof; / 

providing an infomation storage device sized and configured to be 
selectively disposed in the slot; 

inserting ther information storage device into the slot; 

communfcating first information from the information storage device to 
the medical device re^sponsive to the information storage device being disposed in the 
slot; and / 

>configuring the pressure support system based on the first information. 

45. The method of claimy(4, wherein the first information includes 
operating mode information designj^M^ an operating mode of the pressure support device 
and operating parameter informa^fo^^designating an operating parameter of the pressure 
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support device, and wherein configuring the pressure support system based on the first 
information include setting an operating mode of the pressure support system to 
correspond to the operating mode designated operating mode information and 
setting an operating parameter of the pres^re/si^port system to correspond to the 
operating parameter designated by the operating mode information 

/ method of claim 44, further comprising/^reventing the pressure 

support system from receiving the first information from rt^e information storage device 
after the first information has been initially provided lo such a medical device. 



47. The method of claim 44; further comprising: 
monitoring usage of th^ressure support system; and 
writing informatio^regarding usage of the pressure support system onto 
the information storage devic^ 
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